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A monthly review of news and events from within the bereavement sector

ANNUAL CREMATORIA SURVEY We would like to thank those crematoria who
have kindly taken the time to complete the
annual survey forms. We have had a really
good response so far, however if you are yet
to return your form then please do email or
post this back to us as soon as possible to
enable us to collate and publish this
information as soon as possible. 
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To register for this year's event - visit the CBCE website and book online. For any
queries please contact the CBCE Administration Team at info@cbce.org.uk or call on
01543 439714.

For sponsorship and exhibiting opportunities, please find more details on the CBCE
website.

Follow CBCE on Twitter  for further updates.

We will be meeting again in-person for this year's CBCE and we would love you to join us!
This year's event will be held at Hilton at the Ageas Bowl, Southampton from Monday
20th to Wednesday 22nd June 2022. 

Whilst the cremation and burial sector faced many challenges raised by the COVID-19
pandemic, significant changes impacting the sector were already simmering away in the
background, and these issues have not gone away. CBCE 2022 will bring together
inspirational and relevant speakers to discuss some of the key developments that the
sector will have to contend with, in the short to medium term. 

CBCE 2022 provides the ideal opportunity to not only reflect on some of the experiences
during the pandemic but also to tackle the many changes and challenges that have been
developing in the background. 

Return and Reset. Exploring post-COVID changes in the cremation
 and burial sector  

CBCE 2022

SECTOR NEWS

https://cbce.org.uk/2022
https://cbce.org.uk/2022/exhibition
https://twitter.com/CBCEevent
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Booking is still open! The Seminar will take place at the Stratford Manor Hotel,

Stratford-Upon-Avon on Wednesday 30th March - 9:15am - 4:20am.  
 

As the environmental agenda increasingly impacts society, how should the
bereavement sector respond? What is the future for burial and cremation? Where
are we with new and existing technologies to provide greener means of disposal?

What changes are likely to environmental legislation? 
 

A not to be missed event for all involved in bereavement services in the UK.   
 

For Professionals, By Professionals | Excellent Learning Opportunity
4 Sessions - Papers and Discussions | Excellent Value for Money

 
 

 Visit the booking page for the full programme and to book tickets now.

JOINT BEREAVEMENT SERVICES SEMINAR

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/fbca/651710
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An official naming ceremony has been held at a new crematorium near Thirsk. The multi-
million-pound, Hambleton District Council-led development which has been named
Maple Park in memory of the members of the Royal Canadian Airforce who lost their lives
in the area during WW2, is now complete, and will open for ceremonies in March. The 22-
acre site which features a revolutionary electric cremator to reduce emissions, is close to
both the A1 and A19 and includes a service hall to accommodate approximately 120
mourners plus additional room for standing. The site also features 98 maple trees,
planted to commemorate the bombers lost in operations flown from nearby RAF
Skipton-on-Swale. To read the full article please visit the York Mix. 

 
Construction has begun on West Herts Crematorium. A ground-breaking ceremony, held
at the new site on Tuesday 1 March, was attended by members of the West Herts
Crematorium Joint Committee and Council leaders, all representing the five local
authorities involved in delivering the project. This new facility will be a sister-site to the
current West Herts Crematorium in Garston, Watford and is being developed to provide
additional capacity in the West Hertfordshire region. Construction is expected to be
completed by Feb/March 2023. For more details on this story please visit Watford
Borough Council.

https://www.cremation.org.uk/Latest-news
https://yorkmix.com/new-crematorium-named-in-memory-of-ww2-heroes/
https://www.watford.gov.uk/news/article/120/ground-breaking-ceremony-signals-start-of-construction-of-the-new-west-herts-crematorium
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A retired businessman has launched a petition urging BCP Council to install a working
cremator at Poole Crematorium. The local authority is spending £559,000 refurbishing
the facility at Gravel Hill, but the phase one refurbishments do not include a cremator.
Bodies are currently transported across to Bournemouth Crematorium after the funeral
service. Tony Reeves, who lives in Broadstone, said he believes families want their loved
ones cremated at the same place where the committal occurs. Phase one of work at
Poole Crematorium is due to start this month and will see the Gravel Hill site closed to
services for 22 weeks. The council has not yet made a decision on whether an
investment in a new cremator will be included in phase two of the project. This is likely
to be discussed by councillors later this year.  For more details on this story please visit
the Daily Echo.

Horizon Ceremonies' plans for a new crematorium in Hooton were delayed this week
after the proposal was removed from the agenda at a meeting of Cheshire West and
Chester Council's Planning Committee. In response to the removal of the proposal,
Cheshire West and Chester Council said "The application was withdrawn from the
planning committee agenda after the Council became aware of submission of a
separate planning application for another crematorium development on land nearby.
We have withdrawn the original application because there is not enough time for it to
be considered. It may be several weeks before that application is processed and
available to view online." For more details on this story please visit Chester Standard.

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/districts/poole/
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/18917069.poole-crematorium-chapel-set-revamp-559-000-boost/
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/18369747.cremations-stop-poole-will-take-place-bournemouth-instead/
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/19967951.petition-launched-new-cremator-poole-crematorium/
https://www.chesterstandard.co.uk/news/19969049.planning-committee-delay-hooton-crematorium-plans/
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A further £800,000 will be spent on making Yeovil Crematorium, Somerset, fit for
purpose for at least the next 25 years. The original decision to refurbish and upgrade
the facility was taken back in June 2017, with the council intending to construct a new
chapel, waiting room, a smaller secondary chapel and improved parking facilities, as
well as replacing the existing cremators. By March 2020, one of the two replacement
cremators had been installed, but the installer went into liquidation, and the new
cremator installed had “mercury abatement issues”. The contract for the main
construction element was not ultimately taken forward due to “operational pressures”
during the first coronavirus lockdown. The funding proposals will come before the full
council for final approval as part of its annual budget-setting meeting on February 28.
To  read the full article please visit Chard and Ilminster News.

An Angus farmer is appealing the decision to block his bid for a crematorium in the
countryside north of Dundee. A delegated refusal for the proposal on land near Murroes
followed a 16-month fight by locals against Friockheim family firm FM&G Batchelor’s
scheme for the site north of Duntrune House. Planners rejected it because they said it
breached local and national policy. Farmer Guthrie Batchelor will now see his bid go
before councillors in an attempt to overturn the officials’ refusal. Lawyers for applicant
Duntrune Ltd say the refusal decision should be overturned because it meets
development plan policies. There were more than 750 letters of objection submitted to
the council. But Mr Batchelor says many were in a standard form generated by a
“targeted and concerted campaign” of opposition. For more information please visit
The Courier

https://www.chardandilminsternews.co.uk/news/19948590.nearly-6m-needed-upgrade-yeovil-crematorium-bunford-lane/?ref=twtrec%20
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/angus-mearns/3065672/angus-crematorium-refusal-appeal/


Times are extremely hard for many now, especially those who have lost someone during
the last two years. The mental health of the bereaved has particularly suffered during these
uncertain times, so a not-for-profit funeral director has launched Caledonia Funeral Aid
which aims to provide an extra support system for recently bereaved people in Edinburgh.  
Caledonia Funeral Aid is an extension of the work of Caledonia Cremation – a social
enterprise funeral directors set up to fight funeral poverty by offering not-for-profit
cremations. Since their inception in 2018, they have been supporting Scots facing the
additional stress of not being able to afford a funeral. During that time, the social
enterprise found the support required wasn’t just financial, but practical and emotional
too. So, they have extended their offer by launching Caledonia Funeral Aid. 

Co-founder John Halliday explains more: “We have learnt that just providing a not-for-
profit funeral wasn’t enough – people needed more. By setting up Caledonia Funeral Aid–
we will provide full emotional and practical support to the recently bereaved. We will
provide a trained coach and funeral support worker to help Edinburgh residents who have
experienced a bereavement in the past 6 months. This support will focus on their
emotional needs. We will deeply listen to their needs and give them a safe and trusted
place in which to discuss their loss and the impact on their lives. We are delighted to
launch this initially in Edinburgh, thanks to funding from Edinburgh Community Mental
Health and Wellbeing Fund. However, our aim is to launch this nationwide very shortly." 

For more information please visit Caledonia Funeral Aid
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BEREAVEMENT NEWS
A new bereavement support service launches in Edinburgh

https://www.caledoniacremation.org.uk/blog/launching-our-new-bereavement-support-service/


If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers. Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Current advertisers in Pharos International

The CDS Group offer our clients a complete solution of in-house
environmental, design and planning services covering Cemeteries and
Crematoria, Parks and Leisure, and Environmental Solutions

The Columbaria Company - specialists in the production of personalised
memorial artwork and after cremation memorials.
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Capital Refractories is a leading manufacturer and supplier of refractory
materials offering bespoke design and installation solutions for cremation
and incineration systems.

Canfly Marketing produce beautifully designed presentation bags suitable for
Urns, Caskets, Scatter Tubes and Cremation Ash Boxes.

EDGE IT Systems are market leaders in the supply of cloud based
software solutions. Our Epitaph software with digital mapping is
specifically designed for cemetery and crematorium facilities
management.

https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.canflymarketing.com/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://www.thecdsgroup.co.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cemeterydevelopmentservices.co.uk/
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://www.canflymarketing.com/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/


If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

Greenbridge Designs - from individual memorials to complete
garden schemes, Greenbridge produce a range of memorials that 
will seamlessly fit into existing schemes as well as some that will 
create a stunning alternative.

Current advertisers in Pharos International

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

IFZW is an established manufacturer of cremator and emission 
filter systems.

9

Fordingbridge - designers, manufacturers and installers of innovative
canopies and walkways.

The MazWell Group Ltd - Exclusive Manufacturer and Distributor of
Dodge® Products

Facultatieve Technologies - over 140 years of experience in the design,
construction and maintenance of cremation and filtration equipment.

F G Marshall supplied the very first Book of Remembrance to Woking
Crematorium in 1938. To this day technology still hasn’t replaced the
precision, skill and touch of the human hand.

http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/


Current advertisers in Pharos International

If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Treske - one of the UK’s leading makers and suppliers of bespoke
crematorium furniture and soft furnishings.

Welters - interment and memorial specialists.
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PlotBox is an international death care management solution that
facilitates cemeteries and crematoria in operating to world-class
standards through integrated software and georectified mapping
modules.

OrthoMetals - a family owned and operated business, recycling metals
remaining after cremation.

Obitus - provider of bereavement technology services, delivering music,
webcast and tributes for families, funeral directors and leading funeral venues
throughout the UK.

https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
http://www.plotbox.io/
http://www.plotbox.io/
http://www.orthometals.com/
http://www.orthometals.com/
https://www.obitus.com/
https://www.obitus.com/


You can contact us at:
 

The Cremation Society
Brecon House (1st Floor)

16 Albion Place
Maidstone

Kent  ME14 5DZ
 

01622 688292/3
info@cremation.org.uk
www.cremation.org.uk

If you do not wish to receive future newsletters from us, please email us at info@cremation.org.uk and
simply type 'STOP' in the heading

The views expressed in the Editorial comments are those of the Editor and unless specifically stated otherwise, are not the
official views of the Cremation Society.  No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of articles reproduced in this

newsletter.

If you have any news you would like us to consider for future newsletters, please do
contact us at info@cremation.org.uk

https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/cremsoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cremation-society-of-great-britain

